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TITLE: me obruit
DURATION: ca' 10:40
INSTRUMENTATION: Flute, b-flat Clarinet, Violin, Cello

PROGRAM NOTES:

Max Chung's new composition 'me obruit' is translated from latin to "it buries me". The
piece explores the internal experience of being overwhelmed or crushed by a larger
emotional force, of being submerged underwater, tracing the long, slow process of losing
energy and slipping into a dreamlike realm. It evokes the fading of breath and the gradual
transition into a memory state where time becomes warped and fluid, blurring the
boundary between the unconscious and conscious state.

KEY:

GENERAL NOTES:
This piece works around a contrast of foreground and background, and as such the

difference between the two sections should be exaggerated when possible.
Accidentals apply throughout the entire measure.
Trills should always be assumed to be whole-step trills. When there are ensemble-wide

trills, they should be played at similar, but not identical, rates equal to between a thirty-
second note and a sixteenth triplet of Tempo I (q = 108).

Dotted Barlines:
v A 7N
e
QJ 1 1 ”

Dotted barlines indicate a resting point where time is freer, but still is approximately in
the meter before it. The time signature re-establishes “strict time”.

At rehearsal letter O, time is measured in seconds, rather than meter represented with the
open meter beforehand.



Performative Gesture Notation:
Frozen Gesture:

[l

In the score, this symbol indicates that the performer should freeze in place like a statue
after the duration of the note it is on, remaining as silent and still as possible. Maintain
this frozen posture for as long as you can, only moving when necessary to prepare for the
next note. When resuming, the entrance should be made with a sudden, violent gesture,
creating a stark contrast to the preceding stillness.

Two-Direction Pitch Bend:

VAVAVAVAVAVAVA VS

=

All pitch bends are a quarter-tone maximum both up and down. The rate is variable and will
be specified in the score.

Glissandi:

Pitches should change at a completely linear rate.

Flute:

Jetwhistle downwards from the note. All jetwhistles are diamond noteheads and a passage
will always be marked with J.W as shown in the notation above.

Violin/Cello: Overpressure

Overpressure should be applied from the onset of the note(s) and sustained throughout
the entire duration as indicated in the score. The pressure should be as intense as possible,
producing a dense, gritty sound rich in high-frequency noise—ideally creating a harsh,
heavy, and highly textured sonic effect.

Tailpiece bowing should have a light and airy sound, with no defined pitch or
inconsistent pitch if possible.
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play fast ascending three note
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