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PIECE TITLE: ephemeral blossom

DURATION: ca. 7’

INSTRUMENTATION: flute, viola, soprano, piano, and fixed electronics
PROGRAM NOTES:

Inspired by the cycles of dormancy and bloom, the piece evokes the rare and fleeting phenomenon of
super-blooms in the Mojave Desert when hidden seed reservoirs awaken across the desert valley floor
and alluvial fans in a sudden, vibrant emergence of color and texture.

Ephemeral blossom is part of a larger two-part composition inspired by Max's two-week experience in
the Mojave desert amongst the volcanic craters and canyons. The piece highlights the transformation
from dormant seeds in the lowest and driest geologic landscape in the Mojave that awakens to life
briefly with bursts of vibrant color approximately once a decade when phenomenological conditions
are aligned. This electroacoustic soundscape incorporates onsite recordings of the raw, unfiltered wind
sounds from this stark and unsettling desert landscape, as well as EDM-inspired noisy growls in the
climax of the work.

The composition begins with a blend of voice, instrumentation and electronics, featuring a sparse and
limited pitch range in each motif, while building layers of percussive textures that add depth to the
overall soundscape. In the final third of the piece, a startling and momentary flourish occurs,
dramatically expanding the range and timbre of each instrument. The composition concludes with the
interplay of electronics and the echo of the voice reverberating in the piano soundboard, evoking the
haunting transience of the ephemeral blossom; a reminder of the fragility and resilience of life.



PERFORMANCE NOTES:

KEY:

The piece begins with hollow and airy sounds dominating the soundscape, mirroring the stark aura of
this vast landscape. Over time, pitch slowly creeps into each phrase, integrating itself while lively
percussive sounds creep into the texture. The piece’s phrasing is clearly articulated as individual
motifs at first, with fermatas demarcating the ending, but over time they begin to weave into each
other. These changes suddenly compound on top of each other like the superbloom in the last third of
the work, growing into a flourish which drastically changes the range and timbre that the instruments
span. This culmination is quick to disappear, and dies away until the listener is left with textures from
the beginning of the piece eventually slowly disappearing.

General Notes:
Accidentals only apply to the note they modify. Any naturals are courtesy accidentals.

At the very end, walking up the piano is indicated for almost every instrumentalist. In this case, each
performer should speak or play into the piano to take advantage of its reverberation.

Each instrument has a speaking line and a typical performance line. On the speaking line, the x
noteheads represent a whisper. Regular noteheads represent spoken syllables.
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Pitch bends: pitch bends are indicated by curved lines after the note. A pitch range may or may not be
specified. If it is not specified, go up or down as far as possible smoothly and quickly.
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Flute:

Full air: blow pure air into the flute using the consonant provided at the bottom.
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Half pitch, half air: use half pitch and half air. Changing between different amounts gradually during
the held duration is preferred.

Half Pitch

Keyclicks: Random keyclicks as quickly as possible. This is done after walking to the piano, and try
to get the flute close to the inside of the piano as possible.

fast keyclicks
on random pitches
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Tongue Ram: Prepare a tongue ram.

Tongue Ram
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Whistle Tone: Do a whistle tone on the specified note. The whistle tone should be unstable in pitch.
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Viola:

Bow tailpiece: Bow the tailpiece of the viola. Aim for an unpitched and noisy sound.

bow tailpiece, unpitched
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Soprano:

When possible, cues for starting pitches are indicated in the part.

Piano:

Piano lid should be raised if possible. Unless pedaling is specified, all pedal is up to the pianist’s
discretion. Aim for a reverberant texture, without being muddy.



ephemeral blossom

(2025)
Max Chung
(b. 1998)
Like the Wind J =92
Flute (Speech) (i - - - - - - - - - ) A /J } = 2
ah -
w.t.
A air ; — — ~
Flute _@_47*4 = = L ‘iﬁzz- Iﬁz&- ! 5 - - - - - -
R i i -
sh
o—e—"" pT——o0
Viola (Speech) (HH 2 - - - - - - - 3 J\}J 3 - 3 L/J ?;J /Z’J g o
\\—/
bow tailpiece, unpitched V——o shui . ee eu
p p>o ~
Viola m = = = = = =] = = = = = =
o<p o
Pp———— p—o prpr pPpP———_ p_—————o P PP ———o
Soprano (Speech) (HH 2 Q J '\J Q - |= g J | J Q IJ J ¢ |- Q IQ \J 'Q - ¢ | o |
shu ee eu shu__ ee eu ah shu ee eu h
¥h q I I I I I I I I I I I m ]
Soprano \ s p—— —+——+——————————
oJ
Like the Wind J =92
Piano (Speech) /HH % - - - - - - - - - Q /»J - - ol
h -
o———T1p
A D
H % - - - - - - - - - - - -
RGP 3
oJ
Piano
D
i D 3 - - - - - - - - - - - -
¢
Electronics [f—4———=—F—=———f———— -

complete silence

©2025 Max Chung



FI. (Speech)

Fl.

Vla. (Speech)

Vla

S. (Speech)

Pno. (Speech)

Pno.

Ele.

ephemeral blossom

13
" N . A
- - - - - - - ¢ ~_ 1~ ¢ - -
fv -
prp
A air air — ~
i - - - - ——r — - - - -
& Pt =
f sh
o———p_——o o——— P
P R B R R i i i i ] ] -
C -
shul  ee eu ah
o—t—-—"—""Tp bow tailpiece, unpitched
- ja)
5 = = =
o—"p o
o——2p ° p
'H J J | J J | | | | [ J J | J J | J J | J )Y | AN |
b S P i - i - i - i - - & "v A i \m_/ S AR i - !
shu ee_____ eu shu__ee eu fv
electronics play F# ppp fragile
fa) | | | D
)7 4 - I - I - I - I I I I. I I I I - I - I - I - ]
s I I I I P I a—T e ~— I I I I I I
\\JI | | | | %(1 | T —t AY | | | | | 1
shu i eu
’ R ) -
- - - - ¢ —= ¢ - ~__ 1= - - -
v | ah L
prp p
) ~
. - - - - - - - - - - -
(o]
oJ
reax Ja)
o) - - - - - - - - - - -
H - | - | - | - | - | - - | | - | | - | ) |

entrance note for soprano, filtered wind sample



ephemeral blossom

25
Fl. (Speech) ‘l'l - - - - - - - - - J ?&J.
v
chu ee
# ;
A air . gr~~~~~saans | half pitch — I s op
)7 A
FL (ks = = = = = = I —= =
S s = =
¢ o————p <h p—————fp
mp P
Vla. (Speech) ({H} Q ZJ /J RJ 3¢ - - - - - -
¥‘/
shu ee_[  eu ah
—_1 —
p p p p——mp be T — £ |2
) - - - - - - N 1 1 = et N N 1 1
via ({3 ——F
P fragile pPp——o mp
p o $p p ° p$p———p
S. (S h) ! | - J ! J J ! J J J ! J - ! ! ! ) ,J ! .
- (5peec H - I - I N > 1= i/ S I - I - I - & = B
v \_/
shu ee eu mm mah floating zh
electronics play F# pPop——p °
D T T T T T N =T 1 L f f T T ]
S V 4t - I - I - I - I - | = y ] I I I = be | Y I I y - I I ]
'\ﬂ 1 1 1 1 1 ‘A u.i 1 i | L4 | I d d e 1 1 |
:)V 1 1 1 1 1 11']|' 1 I I 1 I 1 1 1
m
Pno. (Speech) /{H} - - - - - - - - xJ Q \J J J Q
\ \_7 ~ \_7
tap keys with fingernails chu ee eu mm
\ 15" P |dp ofp P
SV
oJ
Pno. V2 &
o) y .
): - - - - - -
2 5z
8ba_ 8ba_
Ele. i - I - I - I - I - I - I - I - I - I

filtered wind sample with reverb, entrance note for soprano follows



FI. (Speech)

Fl.

Vla. (Speech)

Vla

S. (Speech)

Pno. (Speech)

Pno.

Ele.

ephemeral blossom

KJ' 2 :J RJ ,XJ - - RJ KJ ) Q
= € e ~_  —T —
_ chu shee__| ka k ku tree | cha
— P Jp PP P Jp Jp
#
A r
)7 A
. - - - - -
ANIV4 Pas
S o
pPp p————o
] ] ] | ] ] |
e — = ¢
ps pha
ricochet p ricochet rp
- y ) ] = - - y ) —— g -
< i~ ¢ oo oo
S = —
N—————
mp —=o p—
| | | | |
- - i - i - i i - - i
lonely
electronics do not cue ppP———— mp
0 I I I I _—T JE— I I | | N ]
P af - I I - I - | p ] I I | =Y I I (o) BlISg I I y ] |
'\M I I I I e U.i I | I d ’ 1 | V| ‘A |
ANIV4 | | | | ho! | | | 1 T 1
Q) T ~~— T T "
m
_ _ I J e Ny
——————— . —
&_/
shu ee - v
p]) ———0o0
5 \con peldale /I—\
P af - - - - - p ] I - - h~e
N PN [V | et * Ll =
ANIV4 - oY) 1 1 1
Y] t T T T
pp floating
|
o) - - - - - -

@

filtered wind sample with reverb, stretched music box sounds
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Beginning to dissolve
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Withering Away
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play into piano, Extremely Freely, but Slower
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arrive at piano fast keyclicks on random pitches
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159 wait until reverberation fades fully
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