
 

 

 

 

 

 
sum inanes 

           (2022) 
Max Chung 

 
 
 

For violin and live electronics 

 

Full Score 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PIECE TITLE: sum inanes 

PREMIERED BY: Alice Ivy-Pemberton 

DURATION: ca. 8’-0” 

INSTRUMENTATION: violin, live electronics 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES: Sum inanes is a phrase that is translated from Latin as “I am empty”, and 
refers to much of the premise of the story—the performer wakes up in a blank void and over the 
duration of the piece, explores a world with increasing sensation before jolting back to reality.  
Exploring such contrasts is key as well as creating textures while responding to the electronics, 
especially going into the slow buildup to the climactic moment of the piece.  The piece represents a 
personal experience of a seizure. 

The score is a guided improvisation, a combination of text and classical notation.  The performer 
should focus on trying to emulate the feelings that the text evokes.  The piece revolves around the meter 
of “breaths”.  On fully notated sections, a breath in is notated as a downbow’s length and a breath out is 
notated as an upbow’s length.  A breath mark implies the lifting of a bow as well as counting as one 
breath.  Ideally, sections flow into each other as smoothly as possible. 

Any directives only apply to notation within that box.  Numbers indicate what cue number the 
performer should be on in the MAX patch at that given moment.  If there is no written musical notation, 
the performer can assume that the only action required is to breathe.  The performer should attempt to 
make breaths as clear as possible to the point of exaggeration, particularly in the sections without any 
other performance. 

The piece is electroacoustic and audiovisual, and works off a cue-based MAX patch which can 
run on its own.  It runs off a 4-channel speaker setup.  The violin is live processed and should have a 
microphone, as well as having a lavalier microphone to amplify breathing separately.  There should be a 
projector and both MAX patches should be open on the same computer.  The last requirement is a MIDI 
pedal, or someone to trigger the cues in the desired order. Further instructions can be found in the MAX 
patch itself.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MAX Patch Details: 

Please email mc@max-chung.com for the patch.  The audio effects of the patch are configured like 
below: 

 

 





5. 1 breath
6. 1 breath

It becomes clear that whatever void you are currently in only seems to recognize 
your soul.  What was once your corporeal body clearly no longer exists.  The only 
thing you do have to cling to know you are alive at all is your breath. 
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